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(vi) , Grounda of Rejection to be Reviewed on Appeal 



Ground No. 1 

The rejection of claims 1, 2, 4-10 and 12-12 under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) as being anticipated by Andrews (US 6,697,845) 
(hereinafter Andrews) . 

Ground No. 2 

The rejection of claims 3 and 11 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Andrews. 



Ag to <y->-r^iiTirf No. 1 

Xt is respectfully suggested that the rejection of claims i, 
2, 4-10 and 12-18 under 35 U.S.C. §102 (e) as being anticipated by 
Andrews 6,697,845) is clearly erroneous. 

In his Background of Invention, Andrews states: 



veQCjonal soluijoiis to piovide suppoit of mullipte SNMP 
agents iQ t sidgjit ^tmcnt For tx^mpW, ii is required ifaat 
the SNMP maiuger be awaie Ihtt it is CttiifflUQicaling with 
multiple proQ^fising caiities, le.^ agents, associated witb the 
manage etenoil. FUrtber. ibe manftger may have to awitcb 
between eommuAity strings based m wbai ii needs to 
letiievse. Also^ the manager has to be re-configuied eacb time 
whcA it switches between two commiiolty strings or between 
iwo imlependent^ □on-<;oinmuni(x agents. Thus» the purpose 
of managing the element as a single managed node is 
(b waited because the maaagor does ooi "see" the node as 
single platfiarm, rather as a partitioned oollecttoo of agents. 

Additionally* oooventiooai community string*baaed 
muUi-agenr solutioas do not easily adapt io the Agoet 
Bxiensibiliiy (AgentX) slandaid which allows fiir midtiple 
subagentA lo be registered witb a common master agent that 
is seen as a singla SKMP entity by the maoagisr. 



(vii) . Arg\unent 
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These are the shortcomings that Andrews sought to solve. 

Furthermore, in his Summary of the Invention, column 2, 

lines 36-48, Andrews states: 

An SNMP master agent and one or more sxabagents are 
provided for managing the node, which use the AgentX 
protocol for communication therebetween . At least a 
portion of a Management Information Base (mib) 
associated with the management functionality of the 
managed node is supported by an SNMP peer agent that is 
proxied via an AaentX au baaent (PSA) , The PSA 
recristers the MIB portion with the SNMP master agent 
via an AaentX registration message . When an SNMP 
manager sends an SNMP management request to the SNMP 
master agent, the SNMP master agent parses the SNMP 
management request into one or mQi;^e AgentX protocol 
messages depending upon the subagenta involved. 
[E^mphasis added.] 

Appellant's claim 1 recites: 

...embedding a first legacy network management message 
within a first Simple Network Management Protocol 
(SNMP) message at a first network element; 

transmitting the first SNMP message over the 
network to a second network element; and 

extracting the first legacy network management 
message from the first SNMP message at the second 
network element - 

It can be seen therefore that this is the exact opposite of the 

Andrews patent. Andrews is using an AgentX to transport SNMP 

management information, and appellant's invention is concerned 

with using SNMP management to transport AgentX- The "wrapper" 

reference referred to by the Examiner (column 4, line 31) does 

not change this fundamental difference. Note the claim language 

reads: "embedding a first legacy network management message 

within a first Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) 
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message. ..." Clearly, Andrews uses AgentX protocol for 
communication , 

The Examiner seeks to modify the express disclosure of 
Andrews by referring to "RFC2 741 -agent extensibility (AgentX) 
protocol version 1" at page 10 of the Final Rejection. 

Appellant's claims, deal with legacy network management 
messages embedded in a first simple SNMP message . The RFC2741 
protocol does not refer to legacy network management messages. 

In appellant's claim 9, the language reads; 

a Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) 
initiator at the management station for embedding the 
first legacy network management message within a first 
SNMP message and for transmitting the first SNMP 
message to the node. . . . 

Again, this language distinguishes from Andrews in that it 

denotes the opposite of the Andrews situation. 

In appellant's claim 13 ^ the operative language is: 

instructions for embedding the leoacv network 
managemen t message within an SNMP message, . . 

and this is not taught or suggested by Andrews, in fact, the 

opposite is taught. 

In appellant *s claim 15, note the language reading: 

instructions for extracting a first legacy network 
management message from the first SNMP message, the 
first legacy network management message conforming to a 
legacy network management protocol .... 

Clearly, this is not the case with Andrews. 

In view of the above, further and favorable reconsideration 

is respectfully requested. 
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Ab to Ground No« 2 

The rejection of claims 3 and 11 under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a> as 
being unpatentable over Andrews is clearly in error. 

Claim 3 depends froni claim 1/ and claim. 11 depends from 
claim 9 and are patentable for the reason given above. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the above", the Examiner clearly erred in 
rejecting claims 1-18 and should be reversed. 



Suite 108 

801 North Pitt Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
Telephone: 703-684-8333 

Date: November 13, 2006 



In tbB event this paper is deemed not timely filed, the applicant hereby petitions for an appropriate extension of 
time. The fee for this extension may be charged to Deposit Account No. 26-0090 along with any other 
additional fees which may be required with respect to this paper. 




Respectfully submitted. 



Berfjamin E. Urcia, Reg. No- 33,805 
Attorney for Appellant 
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(viii) CLAIMS APPEIVDIX 

1. A method of providing secure network management 
communications within a communication network, the communication 
network including a plurality of network elements each adapted to 
generate and process legacy network management messages in 
conformance with a legacy management system^ the method 
comprising the steps of: 

embedding a first legacy network mauiagement message within a 
first Sinple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) message at a 
first network element; 

transmitting the first SNMP message over the network to a 
second network element; and 

extracting the first legacy network management message from 
the first SNMP message at the second network element. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of transmitting the 
first SNMP message comprises transmitting the first SNMP message 
in conformance with a secure version of SNMP. 

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the step of transmitting the 
first SNMP message comprises transmitting the first SNMP message 
in conformance with SNMP version 3 (SNMPv3) . 

4- The method of claim 1 wherein the legacy management system 
provides less security than SNMP. 

5. The method of claim 1 comprising the further steps of: 

generating the first legacy network management message at 

the first network element; and 

processing the first legacy network management message at 

the second network element- 

CLAIMS APPENDIX - Page 1 of 4 
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6. The method of claim 5 comprising the further steps of: 
generating a second legacy network management message at the 

second network element in response to the first legacy network 
management message; 

embedding the second legacy network management message 
within a second SNMP message at the second network element; 

transmitting the second SNMP message over the network to the 
first network element; and 

extracting the second legacy network management message from 
the second SNMP message at the first network element . 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the first network element is a 
management station, and wherein the second network element is a 
node. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the first network element is a 
node, and wherein the second network element is a management 
station. ^ 

9. A network management system within a communication network, 
the communication network including a management station and a 
node, comprising: 

a legacy interface at the management station for generating 
a first legacy network management message in conformance with a 
legacy network management protocol; 

a Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) initiator at the 
management station for embedding the first legacy network 
management message within a first SNMP message and for 
transmitting the first SNMP message to the node; 

an SNMP agent at the node for receiving the first SNMP 
message and for extracting the first legacy network management 
message from the first SNMP message; and 
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a legacy agent at the node for processing the legacy network 
management message in conformance with the legacy network 
management protocol . 

10. The system of claim 9 wherein the SNMP initiator is adapted 
to transmit the first SNMP message in conformance with a secure 
version of SNMP. 

11- The system of claim 10 wherein the SNMP initiator is adapted 
to transTTiit the first SNMP message in conformance with SNMP 
version 3 (SNMPv3) . 

12 . The system of claim 9 wherein the legacy network management 
protocol provides lees security than SNMP. 

13. A Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) initiator at a 
management station within a communication network, comprising: 

instructions for receiving a legacy network management 
message which conforms to a legacy network management protocol ; 

instructions for embedding the legacy network management 
message within an SNMP message; and 

instructions for transmitting the SNMP message to a node 
within the communication network, 

14. The SNMP initiator of claim 13 wherein the legacy network 
management protocol provides less security than SNMP. 

15. A Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) agent at a node 
within a communication network, comprising: 

instructions for receiving a first SNMP message from a 
management station within a communication networks- 
instruct ions for extracting a first legacy network 
management message from the first SNMP message, the first legacy 
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network management message conforming to a legacy network 
management protocol; and 

instructions for sending the first legacy network management 
message to a legacy agent at the node. 

16. The SNMP agent of claim 15 wherein the legacy network 
management protocol provides less security than SNMP. 

17. The SNMP agent of claim 15 further comprising: 
instructions for receiving a second legacy network 

management message from the legacy agent; 

instructions for embedding the second legacy network 
management message within a second SNMP message; and 

instructions for transmitting the second SNMP message to the 
management station. I 

18 . The SNMP agent of claim 17 wherein the legacy network 
management protocol provides less security than SNMP, 
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(ix) . EVIDENCE APPENDIX 

None, 
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(x) . RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX 

There are no proceedings as mentioned in section (i) above, 
and accordingly no decisions rendered. 
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